LA lineated as if it were public property. 


eras 


establishment. 


hee 
Fenn 
earns 


4 vena Ey Doc, L¥/ 


eoth Coneress, | Dec. No. 51.] Ho. or Hees. 
2d Session. eee 





MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 


setae tiar ee cman em nae sco 


TO ACCOMPANY THE BILL H. R. NO. 396. 


Janvarr 5, 1829.—Mr. Sergeant, from the Select Committee upon the subject of the Mut 
Establishment of the United States, laid before the House the following documests. 











Mint of rHE Unirep States, 
Philadelphia, December 23, 1828. 


Sie: In compliance with the request of the Committee on the Mint, 
communicated in your letter of the 18th, I subjoin a statement of the con- 
dition of this establishment, and submit for their consideration such pro- 
visions for the extension thereof as appear due to the expanded field of its 
operations. ; 

On the first establishment of the Mint, there were purchased, under the 
act of Marsch ed, 1793, a house and tot on Seventh street, and one other 
lot fronting on a fourteen feet alley ; being the divisions marked A and B 
in the delineation No. 1, herewith scut. Under a subsequent act, of 
January 2, 1795. a third lot, marked C, was purchased, fronting on the 
aforesaid alley, and extending northward to a private court, avd separated 
from the lots before mentioned by a tour fect alley, common to all the 
property bounding thereon. ; 

No other grounds or buildings were parchased for the accommodation 
of the Mint. It was, however, from an early period, found necessary to 
acquire an extension of the above limits ; and the lot marked E, and section 
No. 5 of the lot D, were accordingly obtained on rent, the former from 
year to year, the latter on a lease for a term of years. 
~ Not only bas this extension of space been found highly useful, and even 
absolutely necessary, since the extension of the operations of the Mint by 
the application of steam power, but the occupancy of those lots was india- 
pensable for securing the exclusive use of the alley on which they bounded, 


the privilege of which any. ether occupant might have claimed ; thus sub- 
_jecting the interior of the Mint to intrusion and exposure—a result wholly 


inadmissible. ; 

The first mentioned lot, marked E, which had for a long period been 
held, as before mentioned, at an annual rent, which in recent years has 
been sixty dollars. was last Summer, in a division of the estaie to which 


it pertained, offered for sale. The necessity of retaining tt within oar 
control made it advisable that au oflicer of the Mint should buy it, from 


whom it is now rented at the aforesaid rate, which is the interest of the 
purchase moucy. [tis held subject to the option of the Government te — 
become the purchaser, at the same price. It may therefore be considers 


as effectively within the control of the Mint, and is, for illustration, 
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No. 1 was a dwelling-house when purchased, or rather two dwelling- 
houses, buiit of brick, three stories high, Under it are our vaults, The 
first floor embraces the receiving and weighirg room, and one press roomi. 
The second flcor is appropriated to the accommodation of all the officers, 
except the Assayer. three of whom occupy one apartment. The assay 
furnaces, and office of the Assaver, are on the third floor—a lecation ex- ‘ 
ceedingiy inappropriate, from the character of the chemical agents em 
ployed. but no betier arrangement has been practicable. This building 
is after the mest ordinary manner cnstomary fifty years ago, without any 
pretensions to desiga or arrangement. The stairway, by which all mus: 
reach the offices, is a dark winding passage, in which a lamp is kept 
burning through the day. 
‘The space No. 2 isa small paved yard, and passage to the remote . 
buildings. 
Xo, 3 is a two story brick building, erected in 1816, when steam power 
was first substituted for that of horses, for the purpose of roiling the 
: ingots, &c. It contains the steam engiue, and the machinery pertaining 
- thereto. skilfully arranged. ‘This department of the works has hitherte 
been found competent to its design, and is even capable of more than ham “ 

yet been required. The engine is of the power of about ten horses. as 

No. 4 is a small frame building, rudely constructed, formerly a stable, ” 
and of little value: it is, however, the place of deposite for nearly all 
our coined and uncoined copper. 
_ No. 5 is a two story brick building, which contains the meliing and 
refining furnaces—so deficient in its dimensions, although the ‘oh ; 
furnace occupies the cellar, that all the dependent operations are often © 
retarded by the insufficiency of this accommodation. How illy adapted. 
ta the exigencies of the establishment were the facilities it possessed, was © 
strongly exemplified in the erection of this essential building on a let leased 
for a brief term, which expired some years since: the building and lot; 
are now held from year to year. It may be readily imagined that, under. 

. these circumstances, the annual rent at which possession of this Property. 

~~ is continued to us niust be highly disproportioned to its value in any other 
_-*- application of it. 5 

~~ ~-No. 6 isa smali two story frame building, slightly constructed : it 
contains on the first floor the press by which most of our silver is coined, 
vand is daily in use for this purpose, No. 7 is a small two story brick. 
“house, old and dilapidated, in which the cent coinage is executed. Above’ 
these two is a shop for making and repairing machinery. No. 8 is & 
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smith shop, aud No.9 a coal house; both roughly boarded, and covered 
_-in the same manner. This whole range presents an aspect singularly 
©. ‘ansuited to the important nses to which seme parts of ft have been for ie 
~ many years appropriated. eee eee Saeed 
"The lot-¥ bas iio building on if, Gut is employed 4s a woodyard. Thx 
- four fret alley Gefarementioned, being thus wholly under the control o 
ee the Mint, is of course closed agains! ol! pacti‘ipation in its use, 
—... Under the deficieavies thus exhibii+d, the operations pf the Mi 
hitherto heen accomplished, generaily, with am eflitiency 
 with-the supply of bullion. No part of this supply, it 
ished by the Government: it is wholly deri 
porated companies, solicited and encow 
ailered to the depositer trun the first 
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ed tm bie deposite. The good policy of this provision has been 1 
padi ¥ Gee-resuli, H{-has cuabled tie Mint to emit more than thirty. 

















‘af gold and silver since its establishment, and more than fislf that amount 
“im the last te years, as will appear by peters to the report Gh the ope 


ration of the Mint for 1827. No farther fact: ities. appear re disite: to 
perpetwate a copious and increasing supply. of bullion he bate Ga 
Deere is th Goi to occ eee 
It belengs to the present inquiry to trace the grad: 
supply of bullion has hitherto been increased : tl ual report befinre 
mentioned presents a varicty of general results, pertinent to “this poiut.- 












It may, however, be satisfactory to the commitiee to present the facts ac- 
to a series somewhat varied: in doing this, round numbers will be 
sufficiently precise. | 3 Deana ee a 

The whole amount of coinage from 1794 to 1800, inclusive, making o@ 
period of seven years, was, in round numbers, $ 2, 554,000: the average 
annual amount was § 362,000; and the greatest production in one yea — 

was % 646,000, being the coinage of 1799. _ See a 

"The coinage in ten years, from 1801 to 1810, amounted to $ 6,97 
the annual average was $697,000, and the greatest amount in ou 
$1,156,000, being the coinage of 1810, ee 
The coinage, in ten years from 1811 to 1820, was § 9,328,000, 
keg two years, which may be considered as lost through the effects | 
War, and counting the period as eight years instead of ten, the averag 
annual amount will be § 1,166,000; the greatest amount in one year Was 
$ 1,864,000, being the coinage of 1820. hse ie 
The amount coined in the last seven years, from 1821 to 1897, was 

$ 11,632,000: the average annual amount $ 1,662,000; and the greatest = 
amount in one year $ 3,024,000, being the coinage of 1827, 
! Of the amount last mentioned, more than two-thirds'was received througt : 
the United ae Bank, the source from which the largest part of ow 
stantly derived, and to the agency of which may b 





























deposites is co ) ye assign- 
ed the rapid progression by which the emissions from the Mint. avo 


been increased within recent years. is ne eee a 
_. With the preceding view, it may be proper to give also ‘some of ee 
general results exhibited in the report for last year, from which the follow- 
ing is an extract: : 6 eee | 
‘‘ Within the first fifteen years of the operations of the establishment, = = 
beginning with the year 1795, and ending with 1807, the amount coined = 
was $6,482.613 684; during the succeeding ten years, ending with 1847, 
the amount coined was $7,715,979 85; and within the last ten years, 
#@ 16,266,850 61.” = 
' «Phe average annual coinage of the first period above mentioned, it 
will be found, was $432,174 24. that of the second $771,597 98, and 
that of the last period % 1,626,685 06. ‘he coinage of the Jast year 
exceeds, by nearly a million of dollars, that of any year oe and is 
nearly two-fold the average amount of the period to which it belongs.” 
Whichever series of results may be selected. the fact appears the same, 
that the average in given periods advantes by an accelerated difference ; 
and the inference is rendered altogether probable, that, in the ten years 
cemmencing with the present, the average annun! coinage will exceed 
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$ 2,590.000'; ani that, in some years of ths period, the amount will be 
nearly $5 000,000. — | 57 RS 2 ee 
‘The progressive increase, though obvions in successive periods of seven 
or ten year's, is by no means regular, being disturbed by various causes, 
The present year is an example, during a great part of which, the high 
ee of exchange has strongly tended to induce the shipment of silver to 
rope, in many of those forms under which it usually comes fo the Mint, 
The anwunt of coinage for this year will therefore bat little exceed the 
erage of the Fest aeses years, There are, however, already, evident 
c t this state of things is drawing to «close; and it would net 
e rema le, if the pressure on the Mint should be unysually great for 
afew years tocome, {fit should amount to more than three millions, the 
capacity of the Mint is not competent to the execution of the amount with- 
out onerous delay, which would occasionally extend to four or five months, 










ee neh Oh eat the policy of inducing bullion to flow into the 


— » in the returns 6f commerce; by the facility of prompt coinage, 
free of charge, is ses y defeated, 

One facility, due tocommercial enterprise, and which it is beyond’ oar 
power to afford now, merits particular notice, Silver bullion brought 
from certain districts of Spanish America, is known to contain gold‘in a 
valuable proportion. Application has been made to several houses, having 
extensive chemical laboratories, to induce them to devote a part of their 
attention to the process of separating it, but without success, It must be 
brought under the cognizance of the Mint, if accomplished in this coun- 
try : in a few instances it has been effected to 2 small extent, in the As- 
sayer’s department: bat the agent which must be employed to effect 4, 
with the requisite economy, cannot be used in the large way, in any apart- 
ment we possess, nor is there space at command where a suitable laborato- 
ry for the parposs could be constructed. We have, therefore, in several 
instances, seen, With much regret, silver bullion of this character with- 
diawn fro»: the vaults of the Mint, and exported to France or England, 
to be separaied in the refineries there. 

‘The dratt exhibits the character and location of the buildings adjoining 
the Mint. Few remarks are necessary as to the inexpediency of having 
private dwellings and private cellars adjoining our coining rooms and 

ecie vaults. The danger may not be very great, and in fact intense 
watchfulness and cautivn pave hitherto averted any disaster, and may con- 
tinue to do so. The exposure is not, however, unworthy of regard. 
There is real danger. though it may not be imminent ; and it is obvions- 
Jy very desirable that the Mint should be detached from all contact with 
private dwetfings. 

oA proceed to the inquiry, what improvement in the condition, or facih- 
ties, and machinery of tie establisiment, are considered necessary ? 

_ No repair nor rebuildisg of the present structures would afford an ade. 
quate improvement. ‘Tie house appropriated to the several offices, which 
ought to be separately accommodated, is far too contracted for the pur- 
pose, and cannot be exten ed. There is no suitable place for the Assayer’s 

epar t. A chemical lahorgtory, adapted ta the process of parting 


“gobd and Silver, is atoliy precluded; and the introduction of the machimnea- 


ry for effecting coinage hig steam power is impracticable. 
In order to presrut a xperific plan of an adequate suite ef buildings, the 
draft No. 2 is offered as an example ; exhibiting one of the forms im 


ll ok 














eee ve other plane equatly cligible, but because ‘this inay be realised o 
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: of certain adjuining lots. It consists-of 
a front ediéee, containiug the several offices and-apartments of business © 
---eeanerted With them, atid protecting the vaults, two: parallel ranges of - = 
= * working rooms, and an extensive bmiding on the rear, toaccommodate —— ~ 
ie ‘additional machinery. ‘Fhe whole detached from all the adjacent dwel- - 
Fie aa coustruct this establishment on the present. site of the Mint, would ee 
: squire that the ground extending to the fourteen feet alley onthe south, 

| “git the private court on the north, and embracing the lot F theieasty 
"hotel be purchased. ‘These, with the ground already eccupied by 
, Mint, would form an area 99 feet in front, and 150 feet deep, leavin 
~~ vacant space of six fect onthe south. [tis bolic bette Sine, itwnal 
Fetes might be obtained at from twelve to fifteen thousand dollars. Not — 

Rauch elestige could be derived from any of the buildings now cecupiet 
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f by the Mint, except No. S, which could be retained, and made to form. =~ 
f & part of the arrangement delineated. eR Chee pepe Sige ; a 
ae "pre expense of constructing the requisite buildings may be estimated 
at from 50,000 to 60,009 dollars: © Much would depend on the styleof ~ 
the front edifice. It should Ue in good taste. ‘Lhe/cxtent of the appro _ 
priation would affurd some criterion by which to judge of oe 
' entertained in this regard. ‘I'he other buildings should possess’ v ad- 
vantage of exterior, which well adjusted proportions, syimmetry, and apti- 
tade could exhibit. ‘(his is a cheap and enduring style of beauty in an 
edifice. . 2 

The question of the style of the principal edifice is a public concern of 
some little moment, and will claim its due consideration... My speciad ob- 
jeet is an efficient establishment, which may accomplish the design of this 
institution with a promptitude commensurate with the expectations of the 
Government and the wants ef the public. 

To secure this capacity for enlarged operations, the new combinations , 
of machinery, devised and executed by Mr. Boulton. and adopted in some 
of the Mints of Europe, ought te be had in view, aut space, if a suitable 
position, appropriated for its reception and employment atan early period. 
This topic has been the subject of some preliminary inquiries, addressed 
to Mr. Boulton in 1827. From his reply, it appears that so much of his 
system of machinery as it might be desirable to introduce would cost 
about £7,000 at Liverpool. 

It is understood that machinery of this description, constructed by Mr. 
Boulton. for a Mint in South America, is in New York, for sale. If this 
should be found adapted to our purpose, it wouls be jutictous to embrace 
the opportunity of securing it: the expense, tt is presumed, would be as 
Jow as the price charged by Mr. Boulton at Liverpool. 

lt woald be desirable that the provisions for extending the Mint esa). 
lishment should leave an option to enlarge tt om tie pu Sent Sit, ar ona 
new one, as shoulu be found expedient, “Vhis would, ot least. entance the 
chances of attaining the object in view on miore favorable terays. 
if the committee perceive. in the considerations presented, suffice: 
fer an extension of the Mint establishment, T hee leave to s<k that 
masure may not pe deferred, if practical: to accomplice’ tt during 
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this session. in every dopariment, repairs have been procrastiuated, 
when it has been possible, in the belief that something more than repairs 
would, eventually, be deemed proper. The roof of our front building is 
in a decayed state, and ought to be renewed, if it 1s to be used much longer: 
the state of others of the buildings has been before mentioned ; and it is 
per to add, tha! the boiler of our steam engine has been in use since 
1816, and it is not prudent to rely on it much longer. It is to be wished, that 
when renewed, it should form a part of the improved establishment, with 
& proportional enlargement. Upto the present time, the power of the 
Mint bas been generally adequate to the coinage demanded, witheut vexa- 
tious deiay. The time cannot be far distant, and is probably very near, 
when the demand will exceed its capacity. On the whole, I trast the com- 
Iiitee will be of the opinion that it will be wise to authorise an exten- 
sion of this establishment, aud expedient to du it new. A considerable 
time must elapse, before any thing can be accomplished effectually. EKve- 
ry step will require to be taken with studious care, that there sey be nO- 
deficient or superfluous. 

‘committee will, I hope, «xcuse the expression of some asietiediores, 
on n account of the repulsive aspect which the gronp of buildings appro- 
d to the Mint presents. A transient allusion to this is alene in- 
‘Were I, however, to press this consideration with seme earnest- 


“ness, I should be sustained by the tenor of the remarks made by all the 


members of Congress who have visited us—a feeling of concern having 
been uniformly expressed, that an exterior se cnsightly ah should Stara: 
ize saenertyo eminently national. 
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a Youy obedient servant, aot eee 
SAMUEL MOORE: 
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